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Campus 
Motivational speaker gives 
encouraging message 
Daryl "Chill" Mitchell, a n a ctor 
and m otivational sp eaker, ca me. 
to speak t o A rmstrong s tudents 
Feb. 8 in the Student Union, about 
overcoming adversity and making 
the most of life. Mitchell — who 
has a ppeared i n over 1 7 m ovies 
including "10 Things I Hate About 
You" and "House P arty" — w as 
paralyzed from the waist down in 
a 2001 motorcycle accident. 
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Opinions 
Respect for art helps 
avoid SOPA and PIPA 
Within recent months the SOPA 
and P IPA bills r espectively h ave 
caused quite the disturbance 
among th e g eneral po pulace a s 
well a s t he I nternet c ommunity, 
leading to a myriad of online 
petitions a nd a p lethora o f c alls 
to respective state representatives 
— eventually c ulminating in to 
a 24 -hour bl ackout o f w ebsites 
such as Wikipedia, and Reddit 
with s earch-engine g iant G oogle 
showing their support by blacking 
out the title of their homepage. 
Weather 
Forecast for Friday, Feb. 17: 
Mostly sunny, 
with a high near 70. 
Evening partly cloudy, 
with a low around 48. 
Forecast for Saturday, Feb. 18: 
A chance of showers. Mostly 
sunny, with a high near 67. 
Chance of precipitation is 30%. 
Achanceofshowersinthe 
evening with a low around 49. 
Chance of precipitation is 40%. 
/7> 
Forecast for Sunday, Feb. 19: 
Partly sunny, 
with a h igh near 64. 
Evening partly cloudy, 
with a low around 42. 
All weather information courtesy 
ofNOAA 
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Tobacco gets smoked out 
Policy decision doesn't reflect campus input 
l am pleased to submit this letter of support on behalf of the Organizations President's Council for the 
113 current tobacco control initiative on campus. O ur organization supports a comprehensive tobacco 
i policy revision to achieve a healthier environment here at Armstrong that will include designated 
rtrj smoking areas to be at least 20 ft away from ail academic facilities entrances. m • • 
'%®S8K « * 
i I atn ple ased to submit this letter of support on behalf of the Graduate Student Coordinating Council for 
. J the current tobacco control initiative on campus. Our organization supports tobacco policy revision to 
2| achieve a healthier environment at Armstrong. 
I More specifically, we support the provision of designated smoking areas for residential students, as weft 
! as commuters. While we understand the important health implications of second-hand smoke 
j exposure, we feel that campus-wide tobacco restrictions may lead to student loitering and subsequent 
J littering in areas surrounding campus. 
Faculty Senate passes 
resolution to form a 
committee of faculty, 
staff and students to 
explore adoption of a 
smoke-free campus. 
Nov. 2010 
Georgia Smokefree 
Air Act prohibits 
smoking in any 
building—including 
private offices— 
owned, leased or 
operated by any 
department for the 
state of Georgia. 
2010 
RESOLVED Wc the Student Government Association of Armstrong Atlantic State University 
support the adoption of setting up smoking stations prohibiting smoking in ail other aim around 
xxjssd campus, adhering to the revised smoking ordinance that will be enacted and effective January i, 
arg.iwiJ 2011. 
SGA passes resolution 
to support the adoption 
of establishing 
smoking stations and 
prohibiting smoking in 
all other areas around 
campus. 
Dec. 2010 
By Scott Tanner and 
Jeremiah Johnson 
In an effort to provide a healthy 
learning and working environment 
for Armstrongs students, faculty 
and staff, university president 
Linda Bleicken announced 
plans for a tobacco-free campus 
starting fall of 2012. The decision 
has led many in the Armstrong 
community to question the 
development of the new policy. 
"This initiative was one that was 
very much a community initiative," 
Bleicken. said in an address to 
the Savannah City Council Feb. 
10. "It not only included our 
recommendation initially from our 
Student Government Association 
in fall of 2010 but also had the 
support of our Faculty Senate and 
our Staff Advisory Council but 
also city and community leaders 
that were interested in clean air 
and making sure that the air that 
we breathe is clean." 
The SGA is credited for 
originally starting the tobacco-free 
initiative, but the organizations 
ideas proposed by are not reflected 
in the newly enacted policy. 
"We, the Student Government 
Association of Armstrong Atlantic 
State University, support the 
adoption of setting up smoking 
stations prohibiting smoking in all 
other areas around campus," stated 
a resolution in the Dec. 6, 2010, 
SGA meeting minutes. 
According to all published 
minutes, no further action was 
taken by the SGA as a body. 
President Kwame Phillips, without 
the direction of the senate body, 
showed his support for the 
new policy following Bleicken's 
announcement. 
"SGAs stance is to support the 
tobacco-free campus initiative," 
Phillips said. "If a student has any 
. comments in regards to this new 
policy, they should email me, the 
student government president, and 
I will refe r them to the task force 
committee. I will meet with the 
executive board of SGA as well as 
the senate, and we can discuss it. If 
they truly want to see change — if 
they really don't want this policy 
to come through — they should 
email myself or follow the link on 
our website." 
"There was no formal 
alliance between the [SGA 
and Faculty Senate] until 
Dr. Plaspohl got hold of this 
and organized it in a way to 
include everyone's voice." 
The idea to make Armstrong 
smoke-free was originally 
introduced in the Faculty Senate 
in October of 2010. However, after 
discussion of the lack of student 
involvement, the body tabled 
the motion until the following 
November meeting. 
As a result, the senate instead 
passed a motion to form an ad-
hoc committee to explore the 
adoption of a smoke-free campus 
on university grounds. In February 
of 2011 Faculty Senate president 
Robert LaFavi discussed the 
formation of the ad-hoc committee 
and called for volunteers to serve 
on it: 
The appointed committee, 
headed by Sara Plaspohl, consisted 
of students, faculty and staff 
charged by the university president 
to consider adopting a tobacco-
free campus. In an effort to gather 
the thoughts of the Armstrong 
community, the committee 
conducted a campus-wide online 
survey which ran from Sept. 19 to 
Sept. 30. 
"There was no formal alliance 
between the [SGA and Faculty 
Senate] until Dr. Plaspohl got hold 
of this and organized it in a way to 
include everyone's voice," Lafavi 
said. "And so I believe that she was 
in contact with SGA and other 
student government leaders to 
make absolutely sure that student 
government's voice was heard or 
at least taken into consideration in' 
her work." 
Former SGA president Ty Slater 
represented the SGA during the 
task force's initiatives. 
"Ty was on the committee when 
we started. I had the impression 
from him that the senate was 
looking for [the campus] to be 
tobacco-free," Plaspohl said. 
The task force used all the data 
compiled and offered options to 
the offices of the president without 
a formal recommendation from 
the faculty senate. 
"My understanding was 
they were going to bring a 
recommendation to the person 
who could make a decision. 
Not everyone's understanding 
was that. It was Sara Plaspohl's 
understanding as well," LaFavi 
said. "If it should have gone back 
SMOKING I PAGE 2 
The city of Savannah 
enacts smoking 
ordinance which 
prohibits smoking 
within 10 feet of all 
businesses. 
Tobacco-Control Task 
Force presents three 
options to the offices 
of the president 
to consider when 
drafting new campus 
tobacco policy. 
Nov. 2011 
President sends out 
clarification email 
regarding the new 
policy. 
Feb. 6,2012 
President Bleicken 
sends campus-wide 
email, declaring that 
Armstrong will be a 
100 percent tobacco-
free campus starting 
fall of 2012. 
Feb. 3,2012 
New tobacco policy 
goes into effect. 
Aug.1,2012 
President Bleicken 
addresses City Council, 
publicizing the new 
policy. 
Feb. 8,2012 
Graphic by Caroline Smith and Vincent Haines 
New group provides logical reasons for faith 
By Kimberleigh Beard 
Chi Alpha, a new 
nondenominational religion-
based organization at Armstrong, 
held the introduction of a 10-
week, Tuesday-night discussion 
on the scientific and mathematical 
evidence that provides support for 
the existence of God Feb. 3. 
The event is a collaborative 
effort between the group and The 
Seed Church of Savannah. 
"Seed Church wanted to get 
involved in the event as a way to 
outreach to the community that 
t they serve because many of the 
members of the church are also 
Armstrong students," sa id Bryan 
Friday, a student minister at Seed 
Church. 
loto by Jeremiah Joh 
Left to right: Stacy Parrish, Magyn Pietrzykowski, Sara Childers and Holly 
Weaver discuss the role of science in relation to God and faith. 
The discussions are designed to 
encourage individuals to explore 
their own ideas of God. 
"The goal is not to give a definite 
answer to whether or not God exists 
because we can't make that claim 
absolutely" said Stacy Parish, Chi 
Alphas campus minister. "What we 
do hope to do is to get people talking 
about what they are normally afraid 
to." 
Parish also said the fear that 
college students have to ask the big 
questions about life is often a result 
of upbringing. 
"When students are living at home 
under parental guidance, parents 
often prevent their children from 
asking questions," she said. "College 
is the time when most students 
began to ask these questions, and we 
would like to guide them on their 
journey through faith — wherever 
that maybe." 
.The introductory discussion 
began with a video featuring 
Stephen C. Meyer, a doctorial 
graduate of Cambridge University 
with a degree in the philosophy 
of science. T he video begins with 
Meyer addressing a group of college 
students telling them how their 
class, "Reasons for Faith," came 
about" He identifies a man named 
Lucas — a former student — as 
the reason why he started the class. 
Lucas once approached Meyer and 
asked, "Why are we just expected 
to believe? Why can't we be given 
reasons to have faith?" 
Like Meyers, Chi Alpha and Seed 
Church agree that there is nothing 
wrong with giving people reasons 
to have faith, even if it breaks the 
traditional separation between 
religion and science. 
"I believe that scientist have 
always been open to theories about 
religion," Friday said. "By using 
science to provide people with a 
reason to have faith, it can help 
dismantle the belief in the science 
of evolution as fact" 
GOD I PAGE 2 
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Campus and Community 
February 16, 2012 
Piano Fest captivates students God 
JL Hope L 
By Kate Ng 
Guest artist Carolyn True 
opened Armstrongs 2012 
Piano Fest with a recital 
performance in the Fine Arts 
Auditorium Feb. 10. 
True has family who are both 
pianists and piano teachers, 
including her parents, an 
uncle and an aunt. True is an 
internationally recognized 
pianist who has won numerous 
prestigious awards, such as 
the Texas Music Teachers 
Associations Collegiate 
Teacher of the Year award. She 
currently teaches at Trinity 
University in San Antonio, 
Texas. 
She selected four pieces for 
the performance. 
"What inspired me about 
this was that this is such a 
variety of emotions and color 
that are possible with all these 
pieces. It connects with me. 
I like that about playing the 
piano," True said. "Each one 
is different. I used pieces that 
were old friends to me — pieces 
that I could bring back and feel 
comfortable with. Each of the 
pieces I have a history with 
now. They're old, old friends." 
Smoking 
FROM PAGE 1 
to the senate, I would have been 
the first person to say, 'Time-out,' 
but the problem is in November 
Sara Plaspohl came to the senate 
and she said, 'Here are the three 
recommendations. We have 
given it to the president to make a -
decision.' No one in the senate said, 
'Wait a minute. That's supposed to 
come back to us first.' I'm not able 
to say, 'Hold it. This shouldn't have 
taken place.'.. .That's why I can't 
make that argument." 
The first option presented to 
Bleicken would create a smoke-
free environment with designated 
smoking areas and supports a 
majority — 36 percent — of those 
surveyed. 
The second option would 
designate a tobacco-free 
environment and supports the 
input of 29 percent of campus 
voices. 
Option three would provide no 
change to the existing policy which 
is supported by 25 percent of those 
surveyed. 
"The suwey was together 
everyone's opinion," Plaspohl said. 
"I mean it was not 'we're going to 
vote, and based on that vote, we're 
going to approve it or disapprove 
it' It was to get everyone's opinion. 
I think that's important to 
distinguish." 
Some students have expressed 
complaints involving the banning 
of e-cigarettes as part ofthe tobacco-
free initiative. 
"We'll be looking into that" 
Plaspohl said "The original 
announcement included electronic 
cigarettes, b ut the policy has not 
actually been written or finalized 
so that wil certainly be looked into." 
The task force also received 22 
letters of support for its initiatives 
from various campus and outside 
organizations — s even of which 
endorsed Armstrong \ going 
completely tobacco-free and the 
rest supporting the committee's 
efforts to revise current policies to 
promote a healthier environment. 
'More specifically, the SGA, 
Organizations President's 
Council and Graduate Student 
Coordinating Council all 
Photo by Alex Pirtle 
High school student Bei Wen Lin p erforms a recital in Armstrong's Fine 
Arts Auditorium Feb. 11. 
Like old friends, True 
personally connected to the 
pieces she performed. 
"The Goldberg is funny. 
When I got married, I walked 
in to the aria of the Goldberg 
variation, so I have a very 
strong connection to this. And 
frankly, the first time I played it 
— the set of the pieces — three 
years ago I wasn't even sure. 
Because now I'm divorced, I 
was thinking 'Gosh, I wonder 
if it's going to be weird to play 
my life." 
True said that the two 
Rachmaninoff pieces connect 
to her emotionally. 
Pieces like the slow 
Rachmaninoff is one of those 
things that when you're in a 
bad mood — when it's dark 
outside, — it is the perfect 
piece to play," she said. "It 
just lets you wallow in tragic 
awful feelings, and so it's really 
wonderful to sit down and play 
it sometimes. The E-minor is 
FROM PAGE 1 
ewis, a second-year 
nursing major and a member of 
Chi Alpha, also feels that bringing 
science into the discussion of faith 
and religion can prove to be greatly 
beneficial. 
"I believe t hat people can find 
God in things that they love — 
science included," she said. "I 
think that adding science into the 
discussion of religion and faith will 
bring intellectuals who like to ask 
questions into the discussion — 
which couldn't hurt." 
The introduction to Meyer's 
course sought to debunk the 
common thought that religion and 
science are two separate entities. 
"Even scientists have faith," 
Meyer said. "Scientist have faith 
that the inferences that they 
make about the universe are true 
even when there is no absolute 
certainty'' In order to bring science 
and religion together, he poses 
three questions: "What is reason? 
What is Faith, and what is the 
relationship between the two?" 
Following the film, Chi Alpha 
broke the attendees into groups 
to discuss the video. Members of 
one group, who are Seed Church 
members, felt that the video was 
interesting but that they will have 
to come back and actually hear the 
evidence that Meyer's proposes 
later in the video — which may 
prove the existence of God — 
before coming to any conclusions. 
Feb. 14's discuss ion focused on 
the reasons for faith and evidence 
from biology, cosmology and 
other natural sciences that provide 
evidence toward God's existence. 
Campus 
Voices 
"What's your favorite book? 
Why?" 
that,' — but it's been really kind so fast and furious it connects 
of cathartic to play that and to with all of these emotions." 
have to these new variations In addition to excerpts from 
on it. It just takes it to the next Rachmaninoff's "Moment. 
level — like a progression of PIANO I PAGE 8 
Don't forget to register for the University Exit 
Exam: * 
MAPP 
All g raduating students of Armstrong Atlantic State University are required to 
take the MAPP exit exam along with their department exit exams to meet 
their degree requirements. -
Please register on our website: 
Registration & Payment Deadline: 
Friday, April 6, 2012 at 4:30 p.m. 
All'payments for the exam will be accepted in the Bursars' Office. 
"When I was younger,'Holes'was my 
favorite. I liked the book more than 
the movie. It was interesting, and it 
had a good storyline." 
IMendriaColvard, 
freshman, 
engineering 
sent letters which supported 
establishing designated smoking 
areas. The committee has also 
received more than 65 emails 
— a majority in opposition — 
concerning the new policy as of 
Feb. 8. No letter of support by the 
Faculty Senate was released. 
"The faculty had an opportunity 
to provide input, and that's my 
chief concern: are these voices 
heard in this? That doesn't mean 
that some people aren't going 
to feel disenfranchised," Lafavi 
said. "The question is 'was the 
process set up where their voice 
could be heard?' I feel like that Dr. 
Plaspohl did a good job with this, 
and whether or not this particular 
decision is going to turn out to be 
something that is going to be well-
accepted on campus, that remains 
to be seen." 
Bleicken assured that the policy 
was developed thoughtfully and 
fairly. 
"I want this to be fully 
understood — this came forward 
first from students, from the 
faculty and the staff themselves," 
she said. 
After considering all data 
and input from many different 
sources on and off campus, the 
president voiced her support 
for the tobacco-free policy to 
her cabinet. 
"The recommendation after 
considering all the input — a nd 
this had been pretty extensive — 
that has come forward came from 
me," she said. 
Armstrong is not the only 
university in Georgia that has 
instituted smoke-free policies. 
"We are one of 16 campuses 
now in the state Georgia — which 
when you consider our history 
as a tobacco state — is pretty 
remarkable," Bleicken said. 
Other states have also 
adopted similar resolutions. 
California state legislature 
recently passed laws requiring 
all public universities to be 
tobacco-free by 2014. 
"I think the trend we're going to 
see as we go forward through time 
is that more and more schools — 
not just schools in Georgia but in 
the United States — are going to 
go tobacco-free," Plaspohl said. 
President eases campus smoking concerns 
By Scott Tanner and 
Jeremiah Johnson 
Students have mixed opinions 
following President Linda 
Bleicken's Feb. 3 tobacco-free 
announcement. Many feel 
the survey conducted by the 
Tobacco-Control Task Force 
last September did not take into 
account the community's voice. 
"The survey was just that — it 
was a survey to gain a feel for the 
attitudes on campus," Bleicken 
said. "This was not meant to 
be a vote...It was a survey that 
was put forward by a task force 
that was not created by the 
administration at all, so it was 
information that came back to 
us. The information was used as 
one form of input. It was not the 
be-all-and-end-all." 
Sophomore English major 
Adam Wilson feels students' 
rights are being taken away. 
"This was a decision that 
Armstrong was going to make 
no matter what," he said. "I'm 
legitimately upset about it. I don't 
feel like the smokers' voice was 
taken into account at all in this 
decision. I don't want to be told 
not to do something as an adult 
that I can do outside anywhere 
else." 
Bleicken assured the new 
policy is for the overall benefit of 
the Armstrong community. 
"I will be the first to tell you 
that we certainly are not trying 
to reach into private lives," s he 
said. "What they do off campus 
is their own business, but I 
would encourage that we try to 
keep [Armstrong] a healthful 
environment. 
"This is not about creating 
"What they do off campus 
is their own business, but 
I would encourage that we 
try to keep [Armstrong] a 
healthful environment." 
a police state at Armstrong 
— it really is not. It's about 
encouraging healthy living." 
Recent campus clean-up 
efforts were another factor that 
played into the administration's 
decision. 
"One of the things that 
was taken into consideration 
is behavior," Bleicken said. 
"Currently, we have designated 
smoking areas. Ifyouwalkaround 
campus, you can find cigarette 
butts just about anywhere. [The 
clean-up initiative] found over 
4,000 cigarette butts in one hour." 
Others on campus expressed 
approval for the new policy. 
"I love it because people can't 
blow smoke in my face," said 
sophomore physical therapy 
major Brandon Miller. "People 
will also not throw cigarette butts 
on the ground anymore." 
Freshman Eric Eaton who 
identified himself as a non-
smoker feels compromise would 
have been a better option. 
"The nonsmokers should 
consider the smokers," he 
said. "There should be specific 
designated smoking areas for 
them." 
Current policy requires 
students to smoke away from 
campus buildings. 
"Given that there was already 
a designated smoking area 
policy in place on campus that 
apparently was not necessarily 
being observed — that also 
fed into some of the thinking," 
Bleicken said. 
Freshman health science 
major Briana Ruffin was more 
concerned with the policy's effect 
on future student enrollment. 
"I think admissions will go 
down," she said. "If we ban 
smoking, someone is not going to 
quit just to come to Armstrong." 
Bleicken stated that she 
picked the Aug 1, 2012, date in 
order to provide the Armstrong 
community time to transition 
into the new policy. The 
administration is looking into 
smoking cessation and tobacco-
education programs. 
'The'Harry Potter'series beause 
those are the only books I've read for 
fun. Everything else has been school 
work." 
Dillon Gerth, 
freshman, 
theater 
"Probably 'Tuesday with Morrie.' I just 
think that it's overall a good book. Ifs 
got a lo t o f ad vice o n de aling w ith 
death and getting the best out of life." 
LizRothring 
sophomore, 
radiologic sciences 
How do you define your current use of use of tobacco? 
Occasional tobacco user (social 
settings, special occasions) but 
not on a regular basis. 
'The 'Alchemisf because it was 
inspiring. It showed people a clear way 
of how to accomplish their goals." 
Jamar Wilson, 
heshman, 
psychology 
TS/3 t>'M Use tobacco products on a Kv.w.v.v, 
JOv-J/J regular basis (daily). tv/Wvi'y 
{ * D o  n o t  u s e  t o b a c c o  p r o d u c t s  
What is your opinion about Armstrong's exisiting tobacco policy? 
Campus response 
As of  Feb .  8 ,  the  Tobacco Control  Task Force  
received over  65  emai l s  about ,  the  recent  
announcement  for  a  tobacco-free  campus 
which begins  fa l l  2012.  
Graphic by Caroline Smith 
I support maintaining the existing policy 
with no change. 
I support revising the policy to promote a 
smoke-free campus environment without des­
ignated smoking areas. This means smoking 
smoking would not be permitted on campus. 
support revising the policy to promote a 
smoke-free campus environment with des 
ignated smoking areas. This means smoking 
would be permitted on campus in designat­
ed areas only. 
8 \ I support revising the policy to promote a 
*00 percent tobacco-free campus environ­
ment. This means no tobacco products 
could be used on campus. 
"Ifs probably between The 
Silmarillion,' The Children of Hurin'or 
the'Book of Enoch ."' 
AndrewDama, 
freshman, 
arteducation 
Graphics by Vincent Haines 
"I don't really have a favorite. I like all 
books." 
Gena Cohen, 
sophomore, 
psychology 
Opinions and Editorials 
{3] The Inkwell 
Resp ect for art he Ips avoid SOPA and PIPA 
3L 
By Sinjin Hilaski Columnist Sinjin Hilaski is a junior in the English program. His views do not 
necessarily reflect those of The Inkwell Editorial Board. 
Within recent months 
the SOPA and PIPA bills 
respectively have caused quite 
the disturbance among the 
general populace as well as the 
Internet community, leading 
to a myriad of online petitions 
and a plethora of calls to 
respective state representatives 
— ev entually culminating into 
a 24-hour blackout of websites 
such as Wikipedia, and Reddit 
with search-engine giant 
Google showing their support 
by blacking out the title of their 
homepage. 
The reasoning behind 
propagating these laws is 
understandable. The intent is to 
protect property that has been 
copyrighted and prevent piracy 
of said property. 
But you and I both know that 
regardless of the laws in place 
people will find ways to access 
these pirating sites and will 
continue to steal this property. 
Making these sites illegal and 
allowing law enforcement to 
actively pursue perpetrators 
will not curb the frequency 
of illegal online activities, 
and worse, much like certain 
prohibition laws, it could in 
fact bolster usage leading to 
a flourishing digital black 
market. 
I'd like to make it clear here 
that I do not support either 
SOPA or PIPA, but I do support 
their intent, and that is to 
protect the property — chiefly 
intellectual property — of 
others. Though I feel this can 
be accomplished not through 
laws alone, but through the 
sum of individual decisions. 
How? It's quite simple really. 
Stop downloading property 
illegally. Not just music, movies 
or software, I mean all of it. 
Do not download anything 
illegally. 
This isn't exactly the most 
popular stance to promote, 
but. I feel it is the right one. 
No matter how one may twist 
the truth to legitimize their 
activities, it is stealing. 
Typically in most 
conversations I have had upon 
this topic, the arguments tend 
to be as follows: "The music 
industry makes too much 
money," or "I love music, but 
I don't have enough money to 
buy it." 
We'll start with the latter 
point: "I love music, but I don't 
have enough money to buy it." 
This statement falsifies itself. I 
am of the position that if you 
download music illegally you 
do not love it in any manner 
whatsoever.- In fact one who 
downloads music illegally is an 
enemy of the arts. 
If you truly loved tfie arts 
— let's not limit it to music 
but include movies and other 
artistic mediums as well — you 
would not steal it. When one 
truly likes an artist, then they 
should be more than willing to 
save their money and spend it 
on the material they desire. 
This need to acquire music 
whenever you feel like it via 
illicit downloading seems to 
stem from a false sense of 
entitlement that permeates our 
generation. The fact is nothing 
is owed to us simply by manner 
of being. This property is not 
ours in any way. We did not 
create it, and through these 
activities we become nothing 
more than petty thieves stealing 
not for necessity, but because 
we just can't wait to legally buy 
it — wha tever the "it" may be. 
If you've decided to keep 
reading and not discard this 
column in protest, let's move 
on to the former point: "The 
music industry makes to much 
money." I'll be honest with 
you. As a reader, I have no idea 
whether the industry's elites 
make too much money, but 
I do feel confident in saying 
that their lifestyle is far from 
deprived. The problem with 
this argument is that none of us 
are actually in the position to 
make it. 
What qualifications do you 
or I possess to think that we 
can suddenly start categorizing 
people as making too much 
money simply due to our 
perception of their wealth? 
Using the music industry's 
elites' perceived wealth as 
justification for stealing the 
intellectual property of an 
artist quite frankly seems just a 
few strides shy of forcefully re-
appropriating people's wealth 
for groundless reasons. 
If you don't want bills like 
SOPA or PIPA to become the 
norm of Internet regulation, 
then the solution is simple." 
Stop partaking in Internet 
piracy, and start paying for the 
intellectual property you desire. 
These bills, while flawed, were 
introduced to prevent these 
illicit actions. 
Idealistically if people cease 
this activity then the need for 
these regulations becomes a 
moot point. 
Of course this is in an 
ideal world, and since this 
MCT 
world doesn't exist. I know 
that people will continue to 
download property illegally, 
though I am willing to settle for 
the consolation prize. 
When you feel compelled to 
dpwnload the newest [insert 
your material desire here] buy 
another one in its place, or just 
buy one of the many albums, 
movies, or software you would 
have pirated. These seemingly 
insignificant actions can make 
all the difference if a sufficient 
number of individuals partake 
in them. 
Why Armstrong is going tobacco free Letter to the Editor; 
Clearing the smoke 
By Sara Plaspohl 
Last week, Armstrong 
announced that the university 
will officially become a 
tobacco-free campus as of 
August 2012. 
Currently, smoking is 
permitted in designated areas 
on campus. The new policy, 
which was originally suggested 
by the Student Government 
Association in 2010, bans 
cigarettes, cigars, pipes, 
chewing tobacco and other 
tobacco products in an effort to 
respect and support the health 
and well-being of everyone on 
the Armstrong campus. 
This new policy reflects 
Armstrong's desire to 
provide a healthy learning 
environment for students and 
a healthy work environment 
for faculty and staff, which 
is all part of the university's 
mission. Armstrong is proud 
to take a leadership role in our 
community and to create an 
environment that eliminates 
the presence of secondhand 
smoke and respects the health 
of everyone on our campus. 
Why is it important to create 
a tobacco-free environment 
at Armstrong? First of all, 
smoking has serious health 
consequences. According to 
the Centers for Disease Control 
and Prevention: 
•The adverse health effects from 
cigarette smoking account for 
an estimated 443,000 deaths, or 
nearly one of every five deaths, 
each year in the United States. 
•More deaths are caused each 
year by tobacco use than by all 
deaths from AIDS/HIV illegal 
drug use, alcohol use, motor 
vehicle injuries, suicides, and 
murders combined. 
•Smoking causes an estimated 
90 percent of all lung cancer 
deaths in men and 80 percent 
of all lung cancer deaths in 
women. 
•An estimated 90 percent 
of all deaths from chronic 
obstructive lung disease are 
caused by smoking. 
Second, exposure to 
secondhand smoke is also a 
major concern, particularly 
since many of our students, 
faculty and staff suffer from 
asthma, allergies and other 
medical . conditions. Serious 
health conditions like heart 
disease and lung cancer have 
been linked to secondhand 
smoke in numerous studies. 
In fact, breathing 
secondhand smoke interferes 
with the normal functioning of 
the heart, blood and vascular 
systems in ways that increase 
the risk of having a heart attack. 
The U.S. Department of Health 
and Human Services has found 
that non-smokers who are 
exposed to secondhand smoke 
at home or at work increase 
their risk of developing heart 
disease by 25 to 30 percent. 
The Centers for Disease 
Control and Prevention 
reports that secondhand smoke 
causes an estimated 46,000 
premature deaths from heart 
disease each year in the United 
States among nonsmokers. 
The American % Cancer Society 
has documented the fact that 
secondhand smoke causes an 
estimated 3,400 lung cancer 
deaths among U.S. nonsmokers 
each year. 
Third, smokeless tobacco — 
including chewing tobacco and 
snuff — also h as serious health 
implications. The National 
Cancer Institute reports that 
smokeless tobacco contains 28 
different carcinogens 6r cancer-
causing agents. Smokeless 
tobacco has also been linked to 
cancer in humans in numerous 
studies. 
Finally, from an 
environmental perspective, 
cigarettes are not 
biodegradable. Cigarette filters 
are made of nonbiodegradable 
plastic, cellulose acetate. 
They also contain hazardous 
chemicals and toxins, which 
can leach into the environment, 
cause bio-accumulation up 
the food chain and damage 
water supplies and commercial 
fisheries. During the fall, a 
group of 12 students collected 
4,003 cigarette butts on the 
Armstrong campus in one 
hour. Hot spots for butt litter 
included building entrances, 
the Compass Point Gazebo 
between the 4,000 and 8,000 
buildings, next to ashtrays and 
in plant beds. 
The decision to make 
Armstrong a tobacco-free 
campus was made after 
careful consideration and after 
listening to a range of voices 
in the university community. 
The university's new policy 
supports the City of Savannah 
Smoke-Free Air Ordinance 
of 2010, which is already in 
effect throughout the Savannah 
area. In the coming months, 
Armstrong will be offering 
numerous opportunities for 
students, faculty and staff to 
quit smoking and eliminate 
tobacco use. 
Instead of serving as a 
restriction on the freedom 
of students, faculty and staff, 
Armstrong's new tobacco-free 
status serves as an opportunity 
to make our campus an even 
healthier place for everyone. 
Sara Plaspohl, Dr.P.H., is an 
assistant professor of Health 
Sciences at Armstrong who 
served as chairman of the 
university's Tobacco Control 
Task Force, which included a 
broad constituency of faculty, 
staff and students as well as 
community partners. Her 
opinions do not necessarily 
reflect the opinions of The 
Inkwell editorial board.. 
"...The whole pitch about 
smoking has gone from being 
a health issue to a moral 
issue, and when they reduce 
something to a moral issue, 
it has no place in any kind 
,of legislation, as far as I'm 
concerned." -Frank Zappa 
If the aim of this new policy 
is to help people make positive 
decisions about their health, 
there is probably no worse 
way to do it. Forcing people 
not to smoke will not make 
them want to quit, but only 
foster the kind of resentment 
that so often leads people to 
smoking in the first place. 
I'm not a smoker myself, 
and though I would love to see 
more programs to help people 
quit a nasty habit, I think this 
is being handled very poorly 
on the part of the university. 
It sounds as though the ones 
aiming for a tobacco-free 
campus — a sound goaf, sure 
— have had their minds made 
up to create a strictly no-
smoking policy long before 
any surveying was done. 
It also seems problematic 
that the campus survey was 
implemented by the "Tobacco 
Control Task Force." I would 
like to see their results made 
public. The inclusion of 
nicotine vapor (e-cigarettes) 
in this ban makes it clear that 
the policy's aim is not only 
to protect the personal space 
of those who are bothered by 
secondhand smoke, which 
is entirely reasonable, but to 
impose a subjective moral 
standing onto a large body 
of adults that are perfectly 
capable of making their own 
decisions. 
Rather than implementing 
prohibition, I think a 
compromise of designated 
smoking areas would be much 
more appropriate. The reality 
is that smokers are going to 
smoke, especially if you tell 
them not to. 
-Logan Shirah 
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Armstrong's baseball team sweeps Concord 
By Katie Balcom 
The Pirates' baseball team 
increased their win column 
during the second weekend.of 
the season. Armstrqng took 
on the Concord Mountain 
Lions for a weekend series 
in the Pirates' favor. After a 
three-game series starting 
Feb. 10, the Pirates collected 
41 runs in total. 
The Pirates shut out the 
Mountain Lions during the 
opening match with the help 
of Ethan Bader, retiring 11 
batters with strike-outs and 
allowing only one hit during 
his eight innings pitching for 
Armstrong. 
"I feel like I performed well 
and gave my team a good 
opportunity to win the game," 
Bader said. "Thankfully, with 
God's blessing and the support 
from the team we were able to 
pull out a win." 
Armstrong produced six 
runs, playing small ball and 
capitalizing on the Mountain 
Lions' mishaps. 
Junior Casey Maloney 
contributed two hits, allowing 
three fellow Pirates to cross 
the plate. While Cody Powell 
provided another RBI during 
his two-for-three afternoon, 
Armstrong ended the game 
with a 6-0 victory. 
"As a team we played well 
- a lot of guys are starting to 
get inform for the conference 
season. I'm excited about how 
we look," Maloney said. 
Pirate Drew Walker at the plate during Armstrong's game against Concord on Feb. 10 I'noto Dy .Nicholas lsola 
Game two of the series 
was a high-scoring • matc h 
between both teams. During 
the bottom of the fourth, 
Armstrong reclaimed the 
game from a 5-2 Concord lead 
to an 11-5 Pirate lead going 
into the fifth. 
Highlighting the hitting 
spree, sophomore Clayton 
Miller notched his first 
collegiate home run off his 
three-run shot. Miller finished 
the day going four-for-five 
and driving in four RBIs. 
"I hit better this weekend," 
Miller said. "I used both sides 
of the field and was able to get 
runners in." 
Armstrong maintained its 
lead when the game came 
within one run during a 
Mountain Lion rally to take 
the lead in the fifth inning. 
However, Drew Walker, 
Mike Barnhill and Zach 
Taylor ensured another Pirate 
win, collecting the additional 
six runs to end the second 
game with a 17-10 win. 
"The team came together so 
well in the past two weekends," 
Barnhill said. "We had tons of 
fun but when it came time for 
business, we all did-our jobs, it 
was great." 
Armstrong wasted no time 
jumping off to a 6-0 lead in 
the first inning Feb. 11. Junior 
Richie Anderson claimed a 
first-inning, two-run home 
run. 
Refusing to lighten up, 
Armstrong collected three 
more four-run innings during 
the second, fifth and seventh. 
Maloney's triple during the 
fifth plated another Pirate. 
"We scored double digits 
two days in a row, as a team 
we are finding away to score 
runs," Maloney said. 
Miller placed a single in the 
fifth, adding two-runs to cap 
off the day. 
"We scored 41 runs this 
weekend. We are all getting 
along great, hitting well, 
getting runners over," Miller 
said. 
Scott Strickland navigated a 
six-inning shut-out allowing 
only two hits Feb. 11, 
capturing his second win. 
"I felt great today. I had a 
good fastball, which allowed 
me to challenge there hitters. 
We need to keep going out 
there and constantly dominate 
the strike zone," Strickland 
said "The sky is the limit for 
this team. We have the ability 
and the leadership to do great 
things." 
During the last game, Taylor 
was hit by a pitch three times. 
Walker also pelted three times 
during the series. 
"This weekend's series was 
interesting but completing the 
second sweep on back to back 
weekends in the end was the 
best part," Bader said. 
Armstrong wrapped up the 
series knocking the Mountain 
Lions out with an 18-4 finish. 
Armstrong will face No. 19 
Southern Indiana in non-
conference play Feb. 17 at 2 
p.m. The weekend series will 
be the last before conference 
play begins. 
"That's the part of baseball 
that is so much fun, being 
able to have those quirky team 
moments 'we will all always" 
remember," Barnhill said. Its 
a great way to head into peach 
belt conference play, all loose 
and having fun." 
"Our team this year has a lot 
of potential to do great things 
and achieve many of our goals," 
Bader said. "We are playing 
well right now but there's still 
room for improvement. We 
will learn how good we really 
are as our schedule becomes 
more difficult." 
Athletic calender 
Follow the Pirates 
Baseball: 
Feb. 17 vs. Southern Indiana 
Feb. 18 vs. Southern I ndiana 
Feb. 19 vs. Southern Indiana 
Rugby: 
Feb 18th vs. North Georgia 
Basketball: 
Feb. 15 vs. Lander Women's: 
Men's: 
Tennis: 
Feb. 19 vs. Ga. Southwestern 
2:00 PM 
1:00 PM 
11:00 AM 
3:00PM 
7:30 PM 
5:30 PM 
2:00 PM 
Sports recap 
Basketball: 
Feb. 8 at Flager 
Men's Rugby: 
Feb. 11 Jacksonville State 
Women's Basketball: 
Feb. 8 at Flagler 
Softball: 
Feb. 12 at North Fla. 
L,80-71 
W, 43-0 
W, 64-52 
Softball: 
Feb. 12 vs. Florida Tech @ Clearwater, Fla. W, 12-2 
W, 7-0 
Campus briefs 
Armstrong hosts its fourth French film festival 
The Armstrong French Club in conjunction with the 
Armstrong International Students Organization, the 
Department of Languages, Literature and Philosophy, 
and the College of Liberal Arts, will hold its fourth annual 
Francophone Film Festival on Feb. 23 through Feb. 25 in 
the Ogeechee Theater in the Student Union. 
The festival will air five French films with English 
subtitles, with the first, "Farewell,"on Feb. 23 at 7 p.m. 
On Feb. 24, the festival will air"Hideaway"at 6 p.m., 
followed by "The Beautiful Person" at 8 p.m. The festival 
will conclude with "The Illusionist," the festival's only 
animated film, at 6 p.m. and "A Prophet,"a Godfather"-
esque crime drama at 8 p.m. 
Honorary Consul for France and Germany Denis 
Blackbume will give the commencement address Feb. 23. 
Admission is free and open to the public. 
For more information, contact Dorothee Mertz-
Weigel at (9121-344-2804 or Dorothee.Mertz-Weigel@ 
armstrong.edu. 
Armstrong holds annual Super Strategy Saturday 
The Coastal Savannah Writing Project will hold its Super implementation of re ading workshops in the classroom 
Strategy Saturday workshop on "Implementing Reading as well as how to adapt, establish, and maintain readinq 
Workshop in the K-12 Classroom and Across the Curriculum," workshops to different grade levels and content. 
Feb. 25 from 9 a.m. to noon in University Hall Room 105. The Advanced registration and payment is required 
workshop aims to give teachers insight about how to make The registration form is available on CSWP's Facebook 
reading a workshops work in the classroom. page at https://www.facebook.com/coastalsavwp 
CSWP director and Armstrong education instructor For more information, call Lesley Roessing at (9121-344 
Lesley Roessing instructs the program,and will discuss the 2702 or the Writing Project office at (9121-344-2797 
F I N A N C I A L  A I D  A W A R E N E S S  
F e b r u a r y  2 0 t h -  M  a r c h  2 n d  
D a i l y  a t  1 2 : 3 0  &  2 : 3 0  P M  
O g e e c h e e  T h e a t r e  
( N o  p r e s e n t a t i o n  o n  F e b r u a r y  2 9 t h  at 1 2 : 3 Q p M ) 
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Sports and Fitness 
Men s rugby team shuts out Jacksonville State 
By Charlette Hall 
The Armstrong men's rugby 
St seM"d 
.a^onvme s,ate „ ^ 
Feb. 11. Many fans came out to 
support the victorious Pirate 
rug y team, wh0 topped 
Jacksonville State, winning 
The momentum was in 
Armstrong's favor from the 
very beginning of the match 
and remained strong until the 
end. Armstrong scored within 
the first five minutes. The 
team carried their winning 
rhythm over from their first 
win against North Georgia 
State into Saturday's match. 
With the win under their 
belts, the team is undefeated 
with a record of 2-0. However, 
they will not let that allow 
them to become complacent. 
They look to improve with 
each match. Team captain 
Garland Summers commented 
on the victory. 
Since we are on a bigger 
pitch, our game plan was to 
use our backs a lot and get 
them running,*" Summers 
said. "We also wanted to get 
the forwards to support each 
other — mainly to get a lot of 
back play." 
Team member Elijah 
Walden also commented on 
the successful match. 
"This is our second match. 
, 
Garland Summers tries to break the line Feb. 11. in a game against Jacksonville State. 
We won our first match, so 
we are undefeated, but it's 
still early in the season and 
have to continue to improve. 
Our goal is to advance to the 
tournament at the end of the 
season and to win conference 
at a minimum," Walden said. 
"Coming into today's match, 
we wanted to win, to be more 
physical, to be precise in our 
movement and to perform 
with quality. 
"Rugby is a like football 
without the pads. It's a highly 
physical game. There is a great 
intensity, and that requires 
more conditioning and 
more strength, so we can be 
physically prepared." 
Winning is always 
important to a team but 
improving and execution are 
important as well. 
"We killed them, but it was 
a lot if individual play, and we 
want to play cohesively. Good 
win, but we can play better 
and clean it up," Summers 
said. 
Photo by Vincent Haines 
Rugby became an intramural 
sport at Armstrong four years 
ago. Now, it is one of the more 
popular activities amongst 
intramural sports. 
"Since I've been playing — 
this is my third year — a lot of 
quality guys have been coming 
out to play," Summers said. 
"We just want to advertise the 
team to help grow support. 
We really want to get people 
out there to support us. The 
school supports with funding, 
so the future looks promising." 
Head coach Glen Edwards 
also recognized the success 
rugby has had at Armstrong 
since its emergence in 2008. 
"It is probably so popular 
because it is the only true 
physical, contact sport on 
campus," Edwards said. "The 
guys are attracted to it because 
they are used to playing 
football in high school, and 
they make the transition 
from football to rugby. These 
players also have a lot of heart 
and passion for the game." 
In regards to the team's 
match against Jacksonville 
State and the rest of the season, 
Coach Edwards expressed his 
thoughts. 
"I don't think we played 
that well today. We made lots 
of mistakes, Edwards said." 
"We got lucky with the score, 
but we need to pick things 
up for the championships in 
Alabama next month." "We 
can go and win the Division 
III South Championship and, 
then, go on to nationals in 
Virginia in April. 
For now, we just want to 
progress as a team physically, 
mentally, and I want to see 
them progress as fine young 
men." 
Keeping a healthy college diet: 10 tricks for nutritional success 
By Jason Klein 
Jason Klein is a certified person al trainer, nutrition 
specialist, and the sports editor at The Inkwell. 
He can be reached atSports.inkwell@gmail.com. 
Fostering great nutrition 
habits while attending college 
is not a simple task. It is 
gradually becoming more and 
more of a challenge to find 
truly holistic food choices 
that offer the real nutritional 
value that our bodies require. 
Today's society has 
transformed our food 
industry into a mass 
producing bombshell — 
and that is no joke. Mass by 
way of producing the most 
amount of food in the most 
time efficient and lucrative 
manner possible and, also, 
by way of producing one of 
the most obese countries in 
the world. The result: a very 
unhealthy country With some 
of the highest rates of acid-
reflux disease, diabetes and 
hypertension in the world. 
According to the Centers 
for Disease Control and 
Prevention, "Obesity costs this 
country about $150 billion a 
year or almost 10 percent of 
the national .medical -budget. 
Approximately one-in-
three adults and one-in-six 
children are obese. Obesity is 
epidemic in the United States 
today and a major cause of 
death — attributable to heart 
disease, cancer and diabetes." 
Weather we choose to be 
victims or not, it is evident 
that we all fall under that 
umbrella, but this is not 
our fault. It is, however, 
important to know what food 
selections and habits set us up 
for success. 
I want to share a very 
important aspect of my 
personal training programs: 
the triangle nutrition formula 
— a step-by-step formula. 
First thing to remember is that 
no one—and I mean no single 
person can consistently, day-
after-day, consume all of the 
exact "recommended daily 
intake" levels that they need. 
Period. 
The three elements that will 
make or break your fat loss: 
ideal amounts of protein, fat 
and carbohydrates equal the 
total percent of recommended 
daily intake per day. 
Small tools can be used to 
overcome the flaws in our 
current food industry and 
slowly reverse the obesity 
epidemic. Along with this 
list, I personally find it very 
helpful to script my day. 
Scripting my day involves 
planning a day in advance 
for all of my obligations. This 
way I can plan in my meals, 
workouts and free time. 
1. W ater, water and more water: national guidelines suggest at least three quarts, or 96 oz per 
day. If it has calories in it, I generally try not to drink it 
2. Three meals per day: to help the body maintain a healthy and efficient metabolism. Many of 
my clients eat between four and five small, healthy meals per day. 
3. P utting the color back into your plate: fruits and vegetables are very important when 
looking at one's current nutritional habits. 
4. 80/20 rule: invision your 80 percent for the day. Eighty percent should be wholesome foods 
like 100 percent whole-grains, vegetables and fruits. Twenty percent are cheat meals and 
smaller deserts. 
5. R emove "trigger foods"from plain sight. Trigger foods are those that tempt you to always 
snack on them—for example, chips and cookies. 
6. G et fishy: certain fish such as salmon, cod and tilapia are known to be excellent sources of 
protein and enzymes that support healthy fat burning hormones. 
7. Use fish and krill oils: many people of all ages integrate healthy fats (high density 
lipoproteins) into their diet to decrease unhealthy cholesterol and high blood pressure. 
8. Limit complex "starchy" carbs: heavily processed breads and pastas can be a hindrance to 
achieving peak nutrition health. 
9. Reward yourself with your 20 percent option: 20 percent of your diet are "cheat" meals. 
10. Boost Metabolism: with the Student Rec Center at every students convenience, there are 
many reasons to stay active. Find a workout buddy or group, 
Tanner's Sports Corner: Mickelson and more 
By Scott Tanner Armchair quarterback and English major Scott Tanner is a writer and sports columnist f or The Inkwell. 
The information contained in his column is based on televised sporting events. 
His views do not necessarily reflect those of The Inkwell editorial board. 
Fallible athletes 
Professional athletes are 
public figures because we 
make them that way. The 
idea that athletes must be 
role models is absurd. 
The recent Josh Hamilton 
relapse and its subsequent 
coverage teach us that 
athletes are fallible. Here is a 
man that was drafted out of 
high school, signed a multi-
million dollar contract, and 
fell into a world of drugs and 
alcohol after a car wreck. 
He would later rebound 
and become one of the 
great stars in MLB today. 
Look it up, his numbers are 
incredible. 
Hamilton is a man of 
faults, but I respect a man 
who doesn't give up. 
After all, Hamilton didn't 
hurt anyone. He didnt shoot 
himself in the leg in a club. 
He didn't kill any dogs. The 
man just had a relapse. 
Tim Tebow receives more 
coverage on an average 
day than God does all year, 
which is the reason I don't 
watch ESPN. 
While that is all well and 
good, I simply cannot relate. 
What the heck does he know 
about the struggles of an 
average working man? 
I could very easily see 
him sitting on a bar stool 
swapping war stories and 
smoking, heaters in some 
smoke-filled, run-down bar 
in some forgotten town. 
But, if we really think 
about it, isn't Jhat what we 
want? Don't we want to 
relate to our sports stars? It's 
the kinship we need. 
As I sit here now listening 
to the ice pop in my favorite 
vice, I find that I can relate to 
Hamilton. I have seen many 
succumb to the madness of 
that world, and it's generally 
not a pretty picture. The 
hangovers, the loss of loved 
ones, the bad tattoos and the 
lonely holidays are not as 
glamorous as you'd think. 
I am by no means 
suggesting that alcohol and 
drug abuse is a lifestyle that 
I would bestow on anyone — 
not even my enemies. I am 
suggesting that we should 
defend those in the spotlight 
when they're being attacked 
for their weaknesses. 
Once again, the Texas 
Rangers and MLB have taken 
care of one of their own. As 
a fan and a critic, I applaud 
them. 
PGA Tour: 
Mickelson takes Pebble 
Beach 
Like most sports writers in 
America watching the AT&T 
Pebble Beach National Pro-Am, 
my sfory was going to write 
itself. Tiger Woods would win 
his first tournament of the 2012 
PGA season after being four 
strokes back coming into the 
final round. 
But, once again Tiger let us 
down. The best closer in golf 
once again blew it in the final 
round. At some point, sports 
writers must remember that it is 
not always about Tiger Woods. 
Phil Mickelson's pairing with 
his on-the-course rival Tiger 
Woods was something of a golf-
junky's dream. The thought 
of the two greatest golfers of 
their generation dueling it out, 
coming down the stretch, gave 
even the most passive golf fan a 
reason to watch. 
In the end, the day belonged 
to Mickelson, one of the 
greatest ambassadors of' the 
PGA Tour. His final round of 
64 was enough to win by two 
strokes over Charlie. 
Mickelson's wife, Amy, was 
waiting on the 18th green as her 
husband strolled up the final 
fairway after hitting one of the 
greatest shots of the day. 
Her much publicized battle 
with cancer makes every 
appearance at her husband's 
side so special. 
"That round! Are you kidding 
me?" she'said, as she hugged 
her husband. 
It's enough to choke up even 
the most hardened sports 
writer. 
What does this say about the 
upcoming PGA season? No one 
can predict. But if the action at 
Pebble Beach is any indicator 
and the young guns of the game 
continue to play as well as they 
have in the past, this season 
may prove to be worth watching 
once again. 
In a side note, congratulations 
are in order for local golfer 
Brian Harmon. He started the 
week on fire, but would falter 
as the big boys made their run 
through the week. He finished 
seven under and will surely 
cash the biggest check of his 
professional career. 
You do n't agree? I pu t 
my ideas out there 
publically. You should, 
too. Hit me up on twitter 
@tannersports. 
[6]-
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Former college journalists share stories 
Adam Geigermah's student newspaper experience 
By Andrea Cervone 
Q How did you become 
interested in the field of 
journalism? 
A "I've always had a 
passion — obsession — with 
sports. Doesn't matter which 
sport, from baseball, soccer, 
football, golf or basketball 
to Olympic swimming and 
lacrosse; I love them all. So 
when I stopped growing in the 
fourth grade (at five-foot-six), 
I realized that my playing days 
were numbered. 
Fast forward to my senior 
year at Armstrong, I had to 
find a way to get involved with 
sports — without spending 
much money — and make 
my hobby time turn into 
productive time. I saw the 
ad for sports editor in The 
Inkwell and, somehow, got it. I 
had no clue about journalism 
or being a journalist, just that 
I liked my opinion of sports 
and hoped others would too." 
Q You're originally a 
history major, so how did you 
get involved at The Inkwell, 
and what your thoughts about 
the newspaper going into it? 
A "Honestly, I read The 
Inkwell every week — as a 
way to entertain myself in my 
less interesting classes — b ut 
always thought to myself, 'If 
I ran that sports page, it'd be 
the best sports page ever.' So 
when I saw the job opening, I 
naively applied. 
It was a lot of work but more 
fun, and I think the sports page 
did improve (at least a little) 
after I became editor. That's 
just me tooting my own horn, 
though. I will say I was 100 
percent impressed and blown 
away at how professional the 
editorial staff was and how 
great they all were at their jobs. 
We always had fun with it too." 
Photo courtesy of Adam Geirgerman 
Adam Geigerman is the sports editor of the Loredo Morning Times. 
He was sports editor of The Inkwell in spring of 2010. 
Q Why did you stick with 
journalism even after you 
graduated? 
A "I just needed to get 
my sports fix, you kn'ow, 
feed the addiction. I saw the 
job opening and applied as a 
super-cocky college senior. I 
got humbled a lot from The 
Inkwell and other journalism 
jobs but would never really 
admit that. 
But The Inkwell showed me 
something that I love and am 
passionate about and showed 
me a profession at the same 
time. It was hard though. I 
sent out roughly 500 resumes 
and writing samples in the 
last three months of my 
senior year — fr om Dubai to 
England, the Virgin Islands 
and all over America. I 
got three phone calls back. 
Laredo was my choice, and 
it's looked like a good one so 
far." 
Q What was your 
experience like in the 
journalism classes at 
Armstrong? 
A "I learned to write by 
majoring' in history. I had 
no experience or knowledge 
about journalism — especially 
sports journalism — other 
than what I read in Sports 
Illustrated or seen on ESPN. 
Finally, in my last semester, 
I took a journalism class 
with Professor Morris. That's 
the extent of my experience 
before getting hired as a 
sports reporter at the Laredo 
(Texas) Morning Times." 
Q What are some of the 
challenges you've had to face 
in your student career as a 
journalist, and how did the 
experience at the paper helped 
you to handle it. 
A "Well, my biggest 
challenge was always more on 
the managing side of things, 
rather than the editorial. We 
had trouble recruiting and 
finding writers willing to work 
for us, but the few we had were 
great. I had to go through a 
crash course in learning the 
Associated Press format, and 
writing in newspaper style. 
But I think the message 
and stories we told not only 
illuminated Armstrong 
athletics and its athletes but 
owned a market that no one 
else was covering. We were 
the only source delivering the 
content we had. That was the 
most exciting part." 
Q What can students with 
an interest in journalism or 
writing gain from getting 
involved at a student-run 
newspaper? 
A "Well, in my own anecdote, 
The Inkwell got me hired as a 
professional reporter, gave me 
the skills set needed to become 
an assistant sports editor and 
the ideals that earned my 
sports editor position. 
The Inkwell taught me 
everything I know — 
journalistically — and opened 
the door to several resume-
building opportunities — like 
freelancing for the Savannah 
Morning News, NCAA.com, 
CBSsports.com, and interning 
at WTOC-Savannah. I would 
still be an unemployed 
(probably) college grad 
without The Inkwell." 
Q Did it help you prepare 
for vour current job at all? 
A "The Inkwell taught me 
how to deal with word counts 
and deadlines, while also 
appropriately telling whatever 
story I was trying to tell. That 
may not sound like much, but 
it's huge, and -working as a 
professional writer — and now 
as an editor — those are the 
most desirable and valuable 
skill sets." 
Q In what ways, if any, 
did working at the newspaper 
influence your career? 
A "The Inkwell essentially 
sent me headlong into my 
career. Without it and the 
lessons learned, I have no 
idea what I'd be doing. I 
love my job. I get paid to do 
what I would normally do as 
a hobby. I would have never 
thought anyone would ever 
pay someone to do this." 
Q What has the progression 
of your job at the Laredo 
Morning Times been like? 
A "I got cussed out by 
former MLB player Jose 
Canseco on my first day on 
the job — what a welcome 
to Laredo. But as a sports 
reporter, I followed my beats 
— about six, including college 
and pro-soccer; high school, 
college and pro-baseball; and 
golf — and always searched 
for the newest, freshest story. 
I wrote everything from 
features to recaps to breaking 
news. It was a rush. 
Then, six months in, I was 
promoted to assistant sports 
editor, because I was pretty 
quick and natural at working 
the sports desk and editing 
(skills learned at The Inkwell). 
Finally at the start of the year, 
my,editor left LMT for a new 
job, leaving the sports editor 
position open. I applied, got 
it, and now I'm in charge of a 
five-person department. 
I still cover beats, just 
less than before, and .edit all 
our local content each day. 
Sometimes, I work five or 
six hours. Other days can go 
deeper than 12 hours, just 
depends on what's on the 
budget." 
Q Why do you think sports 
writing is a good option to 
pursue? What's different about 
it from say news writing or 
feature writing? 
A "I really don't know. Maybe 
most people are like me, in 
the regard that they don't 
know this is an actual paying 
job. It sounds too good to be 
true, even now when it's my 
profession. Maybe people just 
don't want to stop being fans 
to start being a reporter. 
Maybe I'm crazy, and there 
aren't that many sports fans as 
fanatical as me. Sports are the 
favorable option because it's 
so multi-faceted. 
We aren't just covering 
games, nor just people. 
It's about the people, the 
circumstances, overcoming 
adversity, success and failure 
— all at the same time. I'm 
not trying to be poetic, but 
it really is unlike any other 
field, because of its infinite 
dimensions." 
Q Have you had any 
unique opportunities or 
experiences as a result ol 
your career? 
A "Freelancing for 
NCAA.com was amazing. 
I fed a national — 
sometimes international — 
audience every week and 
the correspondence was 
spectacular. 
But as a professional writer 
and reporter, I've met the 
aforementioned Canseco; 
the entire USA and Mexico 
national soccer teams 
(including getting snubbed 
by Javier "Chicharito" 
Hernandez); covered the PGA 
Tour and talked to Stewart 
Cink, Jhonattan Vegas and 
Camilo Villegas; covered 
and interviewed boxer Julio 
Cesar Chavez Jr.; and been to 
so many great amateur and 
professional events. 
I contribute on a weekly 
basis for Laredo's local ESPN 
radio affiliate, call play-by­
play on games, contribute 
on local television, and may 
possibly host my own ESPN 
radio show in the future. This 
job is a dream come true." 
Dashiell Coleman's student newspaper experience 
By Andrea Cervone 
Q How did you first 
develop an interest in the field 
of journalism? 
A "High school seniors in 
my county in North Carolina 
had to complete a "senior 
project" in order to graduate. 
It's a mini internship, if you 
will — a research paper on 
a profession or activity, "x" 
amount of hours spent with a 
mentor learning a craft or skill 
and a final product. I knew 
I wanted to do something 
with writing, but I had never 
considered journalism as a 
career. 
My parents suggested I talk 
to the editorial-page editor 
of the Asheville Citizen-
Times, who went to the same 
church as my family. We set 
something up, and it turned 
out to be a great idea. During 
my mentorship, I saw the 
newsroom, the printing press 
and learned all about print 
journalism. 
My "final product" was my 
own guest column, which ran 
the day of the senior project 
presentations at school. I went 
into the mentorship wanting 
to do something with writing. 
That allowed me to graduate 
high school, and I came out of 
it wanting to be a journalist." 
Q You're originally from 
Asheville N.C., so how did you 
get involved at the Armstrong 
student newspaper The Inkwell? 
Did the experience you gained 
during your senior mentorship 
help at all? 
A "I transferred into 
Armstrong with the intention 
of taking advantage of any 
journalism opportunities 
offered'. 
I took a journalism course 
my first semester there. The 
editor-in-chief of The Inkwell 
was also in that class, and I 
spoke with her one day and 
signed up to be an arts-and-
entertainment writer. After my 
first assignment, I just stuck 
with it. I had written columns 
before, but writing articles was 
a whole new ball game. And it 
was fun." 
^2 What was your experience 
like in the journalism program? 
A "I wouldn't be where I 
am today without the teachers 
at Armstrong (and not just 
the English Communication 
faculty) and the student 
newspaper. Through the 
curriculum I bettered my 
writing, and through the 
school paper, I gained practical 
experience and networking 
opportunities that lead to an 
internship that ultimately led 
to a job." 
Q How did your writing 
and reporting evolve through 
being a staff writer? 
A "My writing and reporting 
are still evolving with each new 
piece of copy I produce. Before I 
started writing for The Inkwell, 
though, the only journalistic 
content I had produced was 
a series of guest columfts for 
the Asheville Citizen-Times. 
I guess I had to learn how to 
come of out my shell, so to 
speak. Even though I put my 
opinions to my name in print 
with the columns, I was able 
to do so — fo r the most part 
— through my own research 
and observations. 
With reporting, I had to go 
out and talk to people. I had 
to learn how to multi-task, 
how to take effective notes 
during interviews and how 
to turn what I learned into 
a story that met my editor's 
expectations. There's a lot 
more to reporting than sitting 
down in front of a computer 
and typing." 
Q What was it like going 
from a staff writer position to 
one On the editorial board? 
A "The whole-different-
ball-game thing goes for being 
an editor, too. Even though 
I wrote far less when I was 
an editor, I think my writing 
nonetheless improved. I think 
you learn a lot about your own 
writing when you have to edit 
other people's." 
Q Challenges you had to 
face? 
A "The biggest challenge 
I faced as editor-in-chief was 
learning how to manage. 
Before that, my only 
experience in a leadership 
role was when I was a patrol 
leader in Boy Scouts - world 
of difference. 
When I was a staff reporter, 
I was responsible for turning 
in stories. When I was A&E 
editor, I was responsible for 
making sure my staff turned 
in their stories. Wheji I 
became editor-in-chief, I had 
to become responsible for the 
paper as a whole. Seeing to 
it that stories were turned in 
on time and written up to par 
was still something I had to 
do, but I also had to manage 
the editorial staff, run weekly 
budget meetings and make 
sure the paper didn't run out 
of money 
Fortunately, we had a great 
editorial board and all the 
support we could ask for from 
our faculty adviser and the 
Student Activities staff. The 
whole thing was really a lesson 
in teamwork. Producing a 
newspaper, even a small one like 
The Inkwell, is such a collaborate 
process. Everyone is working 
on a deadline, and everybody's 
work has to come together in 
time to make print. There were 
definitely some sleepless nig hts, 
and it was often challenging to 
balance schoolwork with Inkwell 
work, but I wouldn't trade the 
experience for anything." 
Q Why is it beneficial for 
students interested in writing 
or journalism to get involved 
at a student newspaper like The 
Inkwell? 
A "First and foremost, 
you get a byline. There's a lot 
to be said for learning through 
coursework, but this is one of 
those professions in which you 
also have to learn by doing. 
Prospective employers in the 
communications fields might 
only be so impressed with a 
degree alone — they'll also 
want to see whether or not you 
can produce professional work. 
Photo courtesy of Dashiell Coleman 
Dashiell Coleman is a copy editor and reporter at Savannah 
Morning News. He was arts and entertainment editor of The 
Inkwell in spring 2010, news editor in fall of 2011 and editor-in-
chief from summer of 2010 to fall of 2011. 
Why wouldn't you want clips to 
showcase when you're applying 
for a job? I think writing for your 
school paper can be beneficial 
even if yo u aren't pursuing any 
sort of communications career. 
It shows you've worked on a 
deadline, met expectations 
and produced a professional 
product. Those are things 
employers in any field will 
probably appreciate." 
/ t, 
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Motivational speaker gives students new perspective 
Bv Reillv M. y illy Mesco 
When life gives you lemons> 
make lemonade. When one 
door closes, another one 
opens. Everything happens 
for a reason. We've all heard 
them before - those typical 
inspirational phrases that 
people toss around whenever 
they are presented with some 
type of adversity in their lives. 
These phrases are often given 
without any accompanying 
guidance or reassurance, and 
people end up less motivated 
than ever. 
Fortunately, Armstrong 
students were given the 
opportunity to listen to 
someone who not only takes 
to his own advice but actually 
means every word he says. 
Daryl "Chill" Mitchell, 
an actor and motivational 
speaker, came to speak to 
Armstrong students Feb. 8 
in the Student Union, about 
overcoming adversity and 
making the most of life. 
Mitchell — who has appeared 
in 
on 
in over 17 movies including 
10 Things I Hate About You" 
and "House Party" — was 
paralyzed from the waist down 
-in a 2001 motorcycle accident. 
Mitchell said the accident 
was a defining moment 
his life and forced him to re 
evaluate his perspective 
what was important. 
"It was the turning point 
in my life," Mitchell said. "If 
money was everything, I'd be 
walking right now." 
When he isn't acting, 
Mitchell travels to 
colleges, high schools and 
rehabilitation centers sharing 
his experience and message of 
encouragement. 
"I never stopped taking 
steps. I just stopped taking 
physical steps," Mitchell said. 
You can never stop taking 
steps." 
Armstrong student Yair 
Munoz came to listen to 
Mitchell on a whim. 
"I came for inspiration," 
he said. "I saw the flier and 
thought, 'Why not?"' 
Munoz said that he would 
take what Mitchell had to say 
and apply it to his daily life. 
"I liked when he said that 
if the game changes, you have 
to change with it. He was 
definitely inspiring." 
Carmen Lester, the 
chairperson of the MC's 
Committee — a sub-committee 
of the Campus Union Board — 
said that she was pleased with 
the decision to bring Mitchell 
to speak. 
"I thought Armstrong 
needed a familiar appeal, and 
he had a lot of energy during his 
performance at the [National 
Association -for Campus 
Activities] convention,", Lester 
said. "He's laid back and not 
so uptight. The students really 
liked him." 
Mitchell offered several 
pieces of advice to students, 
including the importance of 
having a passport. 
"If you don't have a passport, 
get one. The world is getting 
smaller, and you have to think 
broader," Mitchell said. "If 
you don't do anything else, at 
least travel and see the world. 
There's nothing like it." 
He also shared advice 
on how to break into the 
entertainment business. 
"There is no set formula," 
he said. "If you want to act, go 
to Hollywood. You have to be 
there." 
He also wanted students to 
understand that they are all 
"on the cusp of greatness," and 
that the choices they make 
now are important. 
"Be smart about the things 
you do, the choices you make," 
Mitchell said. "Your brain 
• an d your body are not like a 
computer hard drive. You can't 
go buy a new one." 
Mostly, Mitchell talked 
about not giving up when faced 
with an obstacle, a message he 
especially wants to spread to 
other wheelchair users. 
"Everyone is going to have 
something, some adversary, in 
their life," Mitchell said. "But 
it's not about how you fall, it's 
how you get up." Daryl "Chill" Mitchell encourages students to keep taking steps 
forward in a motivational speech Feb. 8 in the Ogeechee Theater. 
Star Wars: Episode 1 —Hie Phantom JVIenace' continues to disappoint 
By Todd Perkins 1 I 
Since the release of James 
Cameron's massive box office 
hit Avatar in 2009, film studios 
have desperately been trying to 
replicate its success by releasing all 
promising new releases in 3-D. 
Every once in a while, a film 
will come along such as Martin 
Scorsese's "Hugo" that manages to 
make the most of its 3-D effects, 
even managing to enhance the 
overall viewing experience of 
the film. Unfortunately for every 
"Hugo," audiences are forced to 
suffer through flops like "Sanctum" 
and "The Last Airbender." 
One of the major mistakes in 
these films is the fact that these 
movies are converted into 3-D in 
post-production without being 
shot with the new technology, 
most infamously demonstrated by 
2010's "Clash of the Titans." 
Now, in an attempt to further 
cash in on his beloved franchise, 
.George Lucas has jumped on the 
bandwagon by releasing "Star 
Wars: Episode 1 - The Phantom 
Menace" in 3-D. 
When Lucas first made "Star 
Wars: A New Hope" back in 
1977, it quickly became one of 
the highest grossing films of all 
Silver screen 
2 out of 5 jet-lagged jedis 
Directed by George Lucas 
Produced by Lucasfilm 
Starring Ewan McGregor, Liam Neeson and Natalie Portman 
Rated PG for sci-fi action and violence 
Showing at Frank Theatres, Carmike 10, Regal Savannah Stadium 
10 and GTC Pooler Stadium Cinemas 12 
time. Now a massive success, 
the original "Star Wars" trilogy, 
consisting of "A New Hope," "The 
Empire Strikes Back" and "Return 
of the Jedi," have generated an 
astonishing fan base — becoming 
ingrained in pop culture. 
So, when Lucas announced 
he was making "The Phantom 
Menace," scheduled for release 
May 19, 1999, expectations were 
set very high. Unfortunately, 
instead of the classic, adventurous 
first-class ' science fiction that 
MCT 
fans have come to love so much, 
filmgoers received an overblown, 
poorly written, dully acted, boring 
disappointment. 
The first "Star Wars" starred 
the likes of Mark Hamill, Carrie 
Fisher, Harrison Ford, Alec 
Guinness, Peter Cushing and 
featured the voice of James Earl 
Jones. 
Twenty-two years later, Liam 
Neeson, Ewan McGregor, Natalie 
Portman and Samuel L. Jackson 
round out the cast of "The 
Phantom Menace," but instead of 
playing characters as thrilling and 
entertaining as Han Solo, Luke 
Skywalker and Princess Leia, the 
new cast members are used as plot 
devices. 
Everyone remembers watching 
Han Solo piloting the Millennium 
Falcon or Darth Vader just being 
awesome in every scene. But now, 
instead of Chewbacca, viewers 
are forced to endure jar-Jar Binks, 
who has got to be one of the most 
annoying and pointless characters 
ever .written in the history of 
cinema. 
Looking past the elaborate CGI 
effects and overblown budget, it's 
apparent that there isn't really a 
solid storyline present. Instead 
of a coherent plot, viewers are 
bombarded with unnecessary 
action sequence after action 
sequence. Some of which hold up 
today — o thers not so much — 
until Anakin Skywalker becomes 
Obi-Wan Kenobi's (McGregor) 
protege. 
The movie is basically nothing 
but a set up for the sequels. The 
only two segments that are actually 
memorable are the pod-racing 
segments with young Anakin and 
the climactic fight sequence with 
Obi-Wan Kenobi, Qui-Gon Jin 
(Neeson) and Darth Maul with his 
dual light saber, a scene featuring 
some of composer John William's 
finest music. 
As far as the 3-D is concerned, 
it is actually barely noticeable. 
This current re-release is merely 
another opportunity given to 
Lucas to further exploit these 
films. The original "Stars Wars" 
movies remain classics that 
continue to entertain and satisfy 
movie-lovers, but this latest 
showing of "Phantom Menace" is 
a reminder of how low Lucas has 
sunken as a filmmaker. 
"Episode 1" features effects that 
are now outdated, poor writing 
with truly atrocious dialogue 
and some seriously terrible 
editing. After sitting through this 
installment, it becomes clear that 
the best is behind us. Perhaps one 
day, George Lucas will contribute 
something to fans as incredible 
and exhilarating as "Star Wars" or 
"American Graffiti," but it looks to 
be a long way off. 
Wired: T he Witcher 2' proves a worthy distraction 
1 ' ' I § 4 1 I foe * 
Wired is a column by video game enthusiast Kyle Dobson, a senior majoring in English at Armstrong. 
His views do not necessarily reflect those of the editorial board. 
iding ways to distract myself 
jpriately while I wait for the 
anticipated "Mass Effect 3" 
: to hit the shelves is slowly 
ng to be more and more 
ult After honesdy getting 
ed out on "Star Wars: The Old 
blic," I decided to continue 
ling my interest in PC games 
the role-playing game genre 
oririg a copy of "The Witcher 
sassins of Kings." 
rsonally, I am the type of 
:r who is drawn to a game if 
I offer me a dynamic story, 
n and purposeful characters, 
veil as creative in-game 
mization options. All of 
aspects provide the gamer 
enough freedom to engineer 
impletely unique gaming 
ience. Needless to say, I w as 
vely surprised that The 
ier 2" did an excellent job 
/ing all of my expectations, 
ding a thoroughly rewarding 
ction while I wait for March 
game is the second 
;nt in a series based on 
enowned Polish fantasy 
Andrezej Sapkowskis 
series. The whole set 
irised of roughly three 
as of short stories, five 
novels and two video game titles 
— all set in the fantasy world of the 
"Witcher." 
I also read somewhere that a 
movie was created for the series, 
but I can't say if it's wo rth seeing 
or not. 
"The Witcher 2" does not 
hesitate to thrust players directly 
info the story. It is fully assumed 
that players are familiar with the 
well-established lore of the series. 
That means no crutches are 
provided to carry gamers through 
the thick storyline. • 
Since I didn't played the first 
game in the series, I was extremely 
overwhelmed with keeping' up 
on characters, locations and 
underlying story threads that 
quickly developed. 
The story itself focuses on a 
renowned witcher and monster 
hunter, Geralt of Rivia, aS h e is 
unwillingly thrust into a war fueled 
by a struggle for ultimate power 
between greedy royal monarchs, 
a secretive group of sorceresses 
and a blood-thirsty, guerrilla elven 
tribe known as the Scoia'tael. 
The developers did include 
a tab within player's journals to 
establish a concrete overview of 
notable characters, locations and 
beast lore, allowing people to take 
a break from the intense action to 
read up in an effort to make more 
sense of the game. 
All the journal entries are 
written from the viewpoint of one 
of Geralt's most trusted friends, 
the lovable bard Dandelion. All 
the writings appear in the words of 
Dandelion, and it's actually a very 
creative aspect of the game. 
In a way, it provided players with 
a platform to establish a deeper 
connection to the characters as 
well as the story as it unfolded. 
Essentially, a handful of the 
deepest plot twists occurred based 
on Geralt's decision to either align 
himself with the selfish humans or 
identify with the persecuted non-
human races. "" • 
Personally, I felt that the unique 
character models allowed the 
game to truly shine. Since the 
world that the "Witcher" series 
is set in revolves almost solely 
around acquiring and holding 
power, the characters reflect that 
struggle. 
All of them, including Geralt 
himself, appear to follow their own 
personal agendas. None of .them 
shy away from racist, sexist and 
plain raunchy attempts to achieve 
their wicked goals — which in 
turn lead to very interesting yet 
MCT 
"The Witcher 2" was released May 17, 2011, for Microsoft Windows. A 
re-release for the Xbox 360'gaming platform is scheduled for April 17. 
twisted game-play and character 
interactions. To further highlight 
the lack of a moral center, 
conversation and quest choices 
made by the player are not 
rewarded with "good" or "bad" 
points but, instead, directly affect 
the outcome of quest lines and 
the overall story. This establishes 
a much richer and intense 
immersion into the game. 
I was highly impressed with 
the developer's decision to let the 
player's choices not unfold directly 
but, instead, more subtly and often 
times much later than anticipated. 
This was done to prevent the 
strategy of saving the game, 
experimenting with the different 
choices and, then, loading the 
game over and picking the desired 
path. This strategy creates a much 
more fluid and immersed gaming 
experience which hopefully all 
gamers can appreciate. 
The combat follows a similar 
principle. The idea is to maintain 
fluidity in combat. With that being 
said, potions and buffs cannot be 
implemented while in combat. All 
preparations for fights must be met 
before-hand. Again, this approach 
serves to strengthen a more fluid 
. and driven gaming experience. 
Geralt carries two swords — a 
steel sword for human enemies 
and a silver one for non-human 
combatants. Weapons, armor 
and items can be crafted as well 
as purchased and modded as the 
game progresses. 
However, the inventory 
and crafting menu are a little 
cumbersome to navigate through, 
and often times, I found myself 
ignoring it and simply purchasing 
all the weapons and upgrades I 
needed to avoid fiddling with the 
messy crafting system. 
All in all, "The Witcher 2: 
Assassins of Kings" is a solid game. 
The emphasis on game fluidity and 
dark — yet twisted — u ndertones 
of characters add a level of 
freshness not found in other RPGs. 
I recommend this game to any 
fans of this genre, but it would be 
cruel of me to not give an adequate 
warning. The game is not for 
casual gamers merely looking for a 
superficial gaming experience. The 
game itself will try any person's 
patience when it comes to the 
story, game-play difficulty and 
inventory modifications. The lack 
of in-game crutches and tutorials 
provide more freedom but force 
players to commit themselves to 
the game on a level that is simply 
not for the faint of heart 
[8] 
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Residents confront cable company, City Council 
By Maggie Stone 
More than 50 Savannah 
residents piled into a room in the 
Armstrong Center to air their 
grievances about their Comcast 
Cable service at 6 p.m. Feb. 10. 
City of Savannah Alderman 
Tony Thomas coordinated this 
meeting in response to a growing 
number of complaints about the 
company's practices. 
The meeting was the last of four 
public meetings in Savannah. City 
Council held the meetings not 
only to listen to complainants but 
to hold the company accountable. 
Four Comcast representatives 
sat next to city officials t o listen 
to each customer. Andy Mackie, 
vice president of Comcast's 
communication counters, stood 
by for the duration to respond 
to the residents at the end of the 
meeting. Many of the aggravated 
customers addressed Mackie 
rather than City Council when 
revealing their unresolved 
problems. 
"We are here to listen t o your 
Photo by Vincent Haines 
Comcast Cable vehicles stood by to follow customers home and assist with 
complaints voiced at Feb. 10 meeting at the Armstrong Center. 
Piano 
FROM PAGE 2 
Musicaux," True performed 
the Samuel Barber's piano 
"Sonata," excerpts from Sergei 
Prokofiev's "Romeo and Juliet," 
and Goldberg variations. 
"I love Russian music, 
and I play a lot of Russian 
music," True said. "I played 
another three movements of 
the 'Romeo and Juliet.' I have 
never done just these three 
before, and I have certainly 
never started a program with 
a dance. Most of the time, I 
start with loud and fast pieces, 
so to start with something that 
is so intimate is just — the re's 
something about it." 
True's passion for music 
did more than just deliver an 
impressive performance. After 
watching True's performance, 
Abby Loesch, a first-year 
psychology major, said she 
is inspired to take piano for 
non-music majors, an elective 
course offered in Armstrong. 
"She was masterful — truly a 
master of piano," Loesch said, 
after the performance. 
issues to the maximum extent 
possible," said Savannah Mayor 
Edna Jackson dining the meeting. 
"We have technicians here to 
follow you home." 
Comcast staffed 15 to 20 
workers to assist each complainant 
after they voiced th eir problems 
to City Council. 
"We pay an exorbitant amount," 
customer Sheryl Taylor said. "We 
pay three digits just for TV. They 
make us go and pick up the black 
boxes. We pay for the equipment. 
Piano Fest winners had the 
once-in-a-lifetime opportunity 
to have a master class with True 
on the afternoon of Feb. 11 and 
gave their debut performances 
as Laureates that evening. 
"It's been an enjoyable 
experience," said Michelle 
Liang, winner of the middle 
school category in Piano Fest. 
"[True] is very friendly and a 
great person." 
True was equally impressed 
by the winners. 
"The kids here were fantastic, 
and we had a great time so it 
was really nice," True said. "I'm 
always impressed by students. 
Anybody in this day and age 
who can understand how to 
commit to something that isn't 
instant gratification, I am very 
impressed by, and playing the 
piano is a long haul. 
"You have to commit to 
playing something over and 
over again. There are studies 
that say it takes 10,000 hours 
of anything, that's what's going 
make you an expert — 10,00 0 
hours." 
It's like rent-a-center. When do 
we ever finish paying it off? It's all 
designed for more money'' 
"Four hundred dollars is a lot of 
money' Jackson said. "I can't even 
afford a $400 cable bill." 
Customer Carrie Thompson 
directed all of his discussion at 
Mackie. 
"I get bills that are fraudulent," 
Thompson said. "Jesus of 
Nazareth said the root cause of 
evil is evil in the heart. He said, 
'Love thy neighbor, ' but you have 
no respect for anyone here. 
"They need to open up the 
book of Deuteronomy, chapter 
five, where it says, "Thou shall not 
steal."' 
While many of the complaints 
focused on what may be 
fraudulent billing practices, 
others revealed ongoing problems 
with customer service. 
"I'm not allowed to contact 
Savannah's offic e," said c ustomer 
Joseph Tarello. "That's a direct 
quote from a representative." 
"I have never been spoken to 
as rudely as your employees," said 
customer Dolly Welsh. "If this 
little lady can handle 36 phone 
lines, so can you." 
Residents also reported 
problems with Comcast's 
products, such as the quality of 
cable, Internet, features such as 
Xftnity, speed and the ability to 
record programs. 
"Comcast advertised Xfinity 
as the greatest t hing since white 
rice," said customer Rosemary 
Miles.. "Guess what, folks? It's 
burnt rice." 
"My wife went through 
Lifetime movie withdrawals," said 
customer Joseph Perry. "I've been 
married 37 years, and that wasn't 
fun." 
Finally, residents often reported 
issues with the skill level, training, 
and behavior of technicians 
coming to their homes. Tabitha 
Crawford-Roberts said after 
each time she paid her bill on 
time, Comcast would come to 
disconnect her service and charge 
her a fee. 
"The technician came to my 
place of business smelling like 
weed," Crawford-Roberts said. 
"That's not professional at all." 
Charlene Lane said that 
Comcast had not only 
significantly damaged her 
home, but left an open cable 
strung across her home for 
more than a Week. 
"I was so angry when my 
2-year-old granddaughter 
tripped over the cable," 
Crawford-Roberts said. 
Even one of Comcast's own 
contractors, Drew Smith, 
approached the mic with an isue. 
"I actually work for you all," 
Smith said. "Training is a huge 
issue." 
Even with all the problems, and 
the lack of competition, customer 
Dextron Stewart said for some 
people, cable is their only luxury. 
"People work hard all day long 
to come home and have some 
enjoyment out of life," he said. 
Perhaps the most flagrant 
complaint was the last one of the 
day, from Cora Wiley. 
"My mom passed away 
recently' Wiley said. "She had 
a Comcast account. They didn't 
give her the money. They gave her 
a credit. What's a dead woman 
going to do with credit?" 
Alderman Thomas, also a 
Comcast customer, said the City 
Council is committed to resolving 
the problems. 
"This is not a dog-and-pony 
show" Thomas said. "Comcast 
is failing you in this community. 
They must act. They will do 
something about it, or we will 
take to the next level." 
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